On the day when Opimius prepared to repeal Gaius' laws, the Capitol was occupied early in the morning by both parties. After the consul had performed the sacrifice, his lictor (τ ν πηρετ ν), one Quintus Antyllius, was carrying the entrails away and said to Fulvius' supporters, "Make way for the good people, you wicked citizens (κακ π λ ται)!" Some say that he also made a rude gesture with his bare forearm (τ ν ρα να γυμν ν ν ' ρει σ ηματ ντα παρενεγκε ν). Anyway, Antyllius died right there, stabbed with long styluses-which were allegedly new ones, made specially for this purpose (μεγ λ ις γρα ε ις κεντ μεν ς π' α τ τ τ πεπ ι σ αι λεγ μ ν ις). The crowd was confounded by the murder, but the two leaders reacted in opposite ways. Gaius was angered and reproached his men for having given the enemies the much-awaited cause to attack. Opimius, on the other hand, got elated, as if he had received the signal, and urged the people onto vengeance. (34 [13] .3-5).
The passage reflects some of the main anxieties of the Life. Sacrifice fails to reunite the divided community, ending in bloodshed instead, communication degenerates into insults and rude, then stabbing gestures. But there is also a poignant detail about Antyllius' end: his murderers are armed with pens.
6 Roman citizens (the offensive address κακ π λ ται momentarily reminds us of the civic nature of the conflict) use their "specially prepared" styluses in the forum not to write, but to kill another citizen. Writing tools, such as tablets and stylus, would be ubiquitous on Roman streets as an essential part of "civilized" communal functioning-trade, oratory, government, schools. 7 Plutarch's message seems to be that when the pen becomes an instrument of phonos, not of logos, the community must be in crisis indeed.
A question might be raised as to whether a crowd of Gracchan supporters, who were mostly working-class and so assumed semi-illiterate, would be an unusual and provocative sight when equipped with styluses in the forum. Firstly, it is not certain that the lictor was in fact attacked by the mob rather than by a small group of Gracchus' closest associates. There are serious discrepancies in the ancient sources. While in Plutarch Antyllius is pen-stabbed spontaneously and to Gaius' great displeasure (Tiberius-Gaius Gracchi 34 [13].5; Comparison Agis-Cleomenes-6 For the Roman political conscience to be carrying a weapon in the public space is a major transgression. So arming oneself with styluses and pieces of furniture rather than with swords and daggers is an attempt to stay somehow on the right side of the law: cf. e.g., Cicero, In Catilinam 2.1, Philippica 2.112-113, especially Philippica 5. 17-18; Pliny, Naturalis Historia 34.139; Digesta 48.6.3; Nippel (1995) 54-55, 58; Richardson (1976) 95; generally, Lintott (1968) 
